National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Preliminary Report
Location:

Harrison, NE

Accident Number:

CEN22FA023

Date & Time:

October 31, 2021, 13:34 Local

Registration:

N8625M

Aircraft:

Beech P35

Injuries:

2 Fatal

Flight Conducted
Under:

Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On October 31, 2021, about 1334 mountain daylight time (MDT), a Beech P35 Bonanza
airplane, N8625M, was substantially damaged with it was involved in an accident near
Harrison, Nebraska. The pilot, passenger, and a dog were fatally injured. The airplane was
operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 personal flight.
The airplane departed Marion, Ohio (MNN), about 0800 EDT and stopped for fuel at
Marshalltown, IA (MIW). The airplane departed about 1104 central daylight time (CDT) and
was en route to Douglas, WY (DGW), with a cruise altitude from 4,400 ft to 5,300 ft msl.
A witness reported that while flying his airplane 15 miles south of Valentine, Nebraska, about
1315 to 1330 CDT, he observed a white V-tail Bonanza with red stripes. He stated that the
airplane was headed west and passed above him about 5,000 ft msl. He was aware of two active
AIRMETs for icing conditions to the west and southwest of his location, and he tried to radio
the Bonanza pilot to warn him of the icing conditions, but he did not receive a response. At
6,500 ft msl, the outside air temperature was 28° F where he had previously encountered trace
to light icing before he had descended to 4,500 ft msl where the temperature was 38° F.
A witness, who was located southeast of Crawford, Nebraska, and 10 miles south of the
accident airplane’s flight path, stated that he heard a low flying airplane between 1330 and
1400 MDT. The weather conditions included an overcast cloud layer about 200 ft above ground
level (agl), one mile of visibility, and “heavy freezing drizzle with ice particles.”
Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broadcast (ADS-B) data revealed that at 13:33.18 MDT the
airplane was at 5,275 ft msl and descended toward rising terrain. From 13:33.30 to 13:33.37 the
airplane was about the same altitude as the terrain, then began a climb to 5,500 ft msl (320 ft
agl). The final data point was recorded at 13:33.52 at 5,400 ft msl (250 ft agl) and 150 knots
groundspeed. Figure 1 shows the end of the accident flight path.
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Figure 1. End of accident flight path, Google Earth view.
The accident site was defined by an initial impact crater and a debris field about 700 ft long.
Figure 2 shows the final locations of the airplane, engine, and propeller within the debris field.
The initial impact elevation was 5,160 ft msl and the airplane came to rest at 5,140 ft msl.
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Figure 2. Aerial image of the accident site
The pilot had filed an instrument flight rules (IFR) flight plan for the first leg from MNN to
MIW and was in contact with air traffic control (ATC). There was not a flight plan filed for the
second leg from MIW to DGW. After departure from MIW there was no indication that the
pilot was in contact with ATC and the airplane’s transponder code was set to 1200, a standard
code for visual flight rules (VFR).
Preliminary meteorological information showed that near the accident site, the freezing level
was at the surface, there was a broken cloud ceiling about 600 ft agl, with an overcast ceiling at
800 ft and cloud tops near 11,000 ft msl. There was potential for light-to-moderate clear icing
below 5,500 ft msl, and light rime ice from 5,700 through 10,000 ft msl. The National Weather
Service Aviation Weather Center (NWS AWC) issued AIRMETs Sierra for IFR and mountain
obscuration conditions immediately south and west of the accident site, and an AIRMET Zulu
for icing conditions over the accident site. The AWC surface forecast expected an area of snow
showers and mixed precipitation over western Nebraska with a Graphical-AIRMET for
mountain obscuration over western Nebraska, Wyoming, and northeast Colorado. The cloud
forecast expected overcast clouds with bases at 5,000 ft msl with tops to 16,000 ft. A
Graphical-AIRMET for icing conditions was also depicted over the region.The airplane has
been retained for further examination.
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information
Aircraft Make:

Beech

Registration:

N8625M

Model/Series:

P35

Aircraft Category:

Airplane

On file

Operating Certificate(s)
Held:

None

Amateur Built:
Operator:
Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan
Conditions at Accident Site:

Unknown

Condition of Light:

Day

Observation Facility, Elevation:

KGUR,4936 ft msl

Observation Time:

13:23 Local

Distance from Accident Site:

61 Nautical Miles

Temperature/Dew Point:

1°C /0°C

Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction:

8 knots / , 60°

Lowest Cloud Condition:
Lowest Ceiling:

Overcast / 800 ft AGL

Visibility:

8 miles

Altimeter Setting:

30.25 inches Hg

Type of Flight Plan Filed:

VFR

Departure Point:

Marshalltown, IA (KMIW)

Destination:

Douglas, WY (KDGW)

Wreckage and Impact Information
Crew Injuries:

1 Fatal

Aircraft Damage:

Substantial

Passenger Injuries:

1 Fatal

Aircraft Fire:

None

Ground Injuries:

N/A

Aircraft Explosion:

None

Total Injuries:

2 Fatal

Latitude,
Longitude:

42.791395,-104.00842

Administrative Information
Investigator In Charge (IIC):

Lindberg, Joshua

Additional Participating Persons:

Scott Olson; Federal Aviation Administration; Lincoln, NE
Henry Soderlund; Textron Aviation; Wichita, KS

Note:

The NTSB traveled to the scene of this accident.
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