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RAILROAD PIPELINE

Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Fremont, NE Accident Number: CEN25FA157
Date & Time: April 18,2025, 20:11 Local Registration: N2908C
Aircraft: Cessna 180 Injuries: 3 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On April 18, 2025, about 2011 central daylight time, a Cessna 180, N2908C, was substantially
damaged when it was involved in an accident near Fremont, Nebraska. The pilot and two
passengers were fatally injured. The flight was conducted as a Title 14 Code of Federal
Regulations Part 91 personal flight.

The flight arrived at the Fremont Municipal Airport (FET), Fremont, Nebraska, from
Moundridge, Kansas, and friends had come to the airport to pick up the pilot and his wife. After
arriving, the pilot and friends decided to take a quick flight, and the pilot’'s wife waited at the
airport. The pilot’'s wife told him not to fly the river because it was getting too dark.

About 2005, the airplane departed FET, and about 2008, one of the passengers texted a friend
who lived on the river that they were flying up the river. About 2010, the other passenger sent a
Snapchat to his son, and about minute later, the accident occurred.

A witness recalled that motion caught her eye, and she turned her head in time to see an
airplane flying low and to the west up the river. She observed the airplane collide with the high-
tension powerlines over the river. She saw part of the tail of the airplane separate from the
plane and fall into the river. The airplane then slowly climbed and at first appeared to be flying
away without issue. The airplane then turned and descended suddenly until it crashed into the
river with a large splash. Another witness recorded video of the airplane making the turn and
descent into the water. The airplane engine could be heard running in the video.
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Cessna Registration: N2908C
Model/Series: 180 Aircraft Category: Airplane
Amateur Built:

Operator: On file Operating Certificate(s) None
Held:

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Dusk

Observation Facility, Elevation: KFET,1203 ft msl Observation Time: 20:15 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 2 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 9°C /-2°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 12 knots / None, 330°
Lowest Ceiling: Overcast / 6000 ft AGL Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.02 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: NONE

Departure Point: Fremont, NE (KFET) Destination: Fremont, NE

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Substantial
Passenger Injuries: 2 Fatal Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 3 Fatal Latitude, Longitude:  41.41593,-96.53016

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (lIC): Miller, Bradley

Additional Participating Persons:  Bruce Johnson; FAA; Lincoln, NE
J Ferrell; Continental Aerospace Technologies; Mobile, AL
Tony Hershberger; Textron Aviation; Wichita, KS

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note:
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https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

