National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Preliminary Report
Location:

Chadron, NE

Accident Number:

CEN19FA236

Date & Time:

July 24, 2019, 14:20 Local

Registration:

N8910U

Aircraft:

Beech 95B55

Injuries:

3 Fatal

Flight Conducted
Under:

Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On July 24, 2019, about 1420 mountain daylight time (MDT), a Beech 95-B55 (T42A) airplane,
N8910U, impacted trees and terrain about 1/4 mile north of Chadron Municipal Airport (CDR),
Chadron, Nebraska. The pilot, pilot-rated-passenger, and one passenger were fatally injured and the
airplane sustained substantial damage. The airplane was registered to and operated by the pilot under the
provisions of Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 as a personal flight. Visual meteorological
conditions prevailed at the time of the accident and an instrument flight rules flight plan had been filed.
The flight departed Fond du Lac County Airport (FLD), Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, about 1120 central
daylight time, and was en route to CDR.
Preliminary flight track data revealed portions of the accident flight from FLD to CDR. The first point
was recorded 1.25 miles northwest of FLD at 1,475 ft mean sea level (msl) and heading west. The track
was associated with transponder code 7227. The track continued generally west at a cruise altitude about
8,000 ft msl, until 1348 MDT when the track stopped about 22 nm northwest of Valentine, Nebraska. At
1408 MDT the flight track resumed for less than 3 minutes during which time the altitude decreased
from 8,125 ft msl to 7,3000 ft msl and ground speed 174 knots. At 1417 the track resumed about 12 nm
northeast of CDR with a transponder code of 1200 at 6,050 ft msl and 158 knots ground speed.
A witness who was located near the main terminal at CDR on the south side of the airport stated that he
observed the accident airplane in the traffic pattern on the east side of runway 21. The airplane appeared
to be on the left base leg for runway 21 as it made a left turn. While in the left turn the nose suddenly
dropped and the airplane descended behind the tree line.
Another witness, who was located 0.24 nm northeast of the accident site, stated the she heard the
airplane overhead and the engine "sputtered" as if it lost power. She added that the sound from the
airplane was a lot louder than the normal airplane traffic over her house. After she heard the airplane
pass she looked outside but did not see the airplane.
The accident site was located 0.25 nm north-northeast of runway 21 in a harvested hay field next to a
tree line. The wreckage debris path was scattered on a 270° heading and the airplane came to rest
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aligned on a 180° heading. Figure 1 shows an aerial view of the main wreckage as it came to rest upright
in the field.

Figure 1 – Aerial view of accident site
An initial examination of the wreckage revealed that the fuel tanks were breached due to impact and
there was no evidence of a fuel spill underneath the airplane. About 3 ounces of fuel was found in the
right fuel strainer assembly. About one ounce of fuel was found in the left engine driven fuel pump
supply line.
Seats 4, 5, and 6 had been removed from the airplane and the cabin and nose baggage compartment were
both found packed with camping gear and other miscellaneous items. All items were removed from the
cabin and nose baggage compartment and weighed for weight and balance calculations. The cargo in the
cabin weighed 293.6 pounds. The cargo in the nose baggage area weighed 116 pounds.
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The airplane has been retained for further examination.

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information
Aircraft Make:

Beech

Registration:

N8910U

Model/Series:

95B55 T42A

Aircraft Category:

Airplane

Amateur Built:

No

Operator:

On file

Operating Certificate(s)
Held:

None

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan
Conditions at Accident Site:

VMC

Condition of Light:

Day

Observation Facility, Elevation:

Observation Time:

14:53 Local

Distance from Accident Site:

Temperature/Dew Point:

37°C /14°C
13 knots / 20 knots, 190°

Lowest Cloud Condition:

Clear

Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction:

Lowest Ceiling:

None

Visibility:

Altimeter Setting:

29.95 inches Hg

Type of Flight Plan Filed:

IFR

Departure Point:

Fond Du Lac, WI (FLD )

Destination:

Chadron, NE (CDR )

Wreckage and Impact Information
Crew Injuries:

1 Fatal

Aircraft Damage:

Substantial

Passenger Injuries:

2 Fatal

Aircraft Fire:

None

Ground Injuries:

N/A

Aircraft Explosion:

None

Total Injuries:

3 Fatal

Latitude,
Longitude:

42.850276,-103.084999

Administrative Information
Investigator In Charge (IIC):

Lindberg, Joshua

Additional Participating Persons:

Steven Rasmussen; Federal Aviation Administration; Lincoln, NE
Brandon Caneva; Federal Aviation Administration; Rapid City, SD
Chris Lang; Continental Motors; Mobile, AL
Peter Basile; Textron Aviation; Wichita, KS

Note:

The NTSB traveled to the scene of this accident.
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